
Agenda
ProgrammeTime

Principal’s Address
Year Head Briefing

5.30pm to 
6.00pm

Home tutors Briefing6 to 6.15pm
Q&A / End of session6.15 – 6.30pm

Please ensure that your login ID is in this format:
<class>_<name of your child>, e.g. 2/1_Thomas Tan

You will need to leave the meeting to change your login ID.

You will be mute throughout the 
session.

Keep your camera on whenever 
possible.

Briefing slides will be available in the school website by 30 Aug 2024. 



Secondary 2
SUBJECT 

COMBINATION 
BRIEFING (ii)
Wednesday, 28 Aug 2024



Principal’s Address



Post-secondary landscape – Beyond Academic Grades

Apr 2016, Straits Times Nov 2018, Straits Times

May 2022, Straits Times

Feb 2022, Straits Times

Mar 2023, Straits Times



Emerging Skills for 21st Century

1. Continual Learning
• Learning throughout Life because success is never static
• Must stay relevant and competitive, to anticipate and be

adaptable to future challenges

2. Connections and Collaboration for Value Creation
• Broaden personal perspectives through network and

internships/ work attachments
• Gain exposure to life skills beyond academia

3. Confidence Building
• Understanding our strengths, weaknesses and interests

as individuals
• Appreciate talents and diversities

Minister Chan Chun Sing at the 
Straits Times Education Forum

@ Singapore Management University
Source: Straits Times

10 Feb 2022



Desired Student Learning Outcomes (DSLOs)
s

1. Continual
Learning

2. Connections
and
Collaboration
for Value
Creation

3. Confidence
Building



BE HONEST WITH YOURSELFBE HONEST WITH YOURSELF

ME

Strengths

Interests

Aspirations

Know your strengths 
in the subjects –
realistic expectations 
of your ability to cope 
with the demands of 
various subjects.

Engage in conversations 
with family members and 
activities to explore your 
career aspirations.

Identify your interests and 
hence the intended course 

of study beyond 
secondary school.

RECAP



Year Head Briefing



4. Requirements
The requirements

for the course your
child intend to
pursue after 

secondary school.

Know the Post-Secondary Course Requirements



N(T) Level : Know the Post-Secondary Requirements

GCE ‘N’ Level Exams (Sec 4NT)

2 years
ITE Nitec Certificate course

Work & Lifelong 
Learning

2 years ITE Higher
Nitec Certificate 

course

3 Years Polytechnic
Diploma Programme

NAFA/ LASALLE
3 years ITE Higher 
Nitec Certificate

*Offering 42
3-year Higher Nitec
courses in AY2025

NEW

ITE has introduced a new 3-year Higher Nitec full-time programme from Academic 
Year 2022. Streamlining the current Nitec and Higher Nitec curricula, this new 
option allows students to attain a Higher Nitec qualification directly, in only three 
years instead of the current four years. 
(Source: https://www.ite.edu.sg/courses/full-time-courses/nitec-and-3-year-higher-nitec) 

https://www.ite.edu.sg/courses/full-time-courses/nitec-and-3-year-higher-nitec


Full time 3-Year 
Higher Nitec Courses 

and Entry 
Requirements



Full time 2-Year Nitec 
Courses and Entry 

Requirements



■ Three Main 
Pathways

[1] 

Polytechnic 
Foundation 
Programme 
(PFP)

[2]

Direct 
Polytechnic 
Programme 
(DPP)

[3]

Sec 5 O Levels

N(A) Level : Know the Post-Secondary Requirements

Source: https://www.moe.gov.sg/secondary/courses/normal-academic



N(A) Level : Know the Post-Secondary Requirements
• Diploma-specific foundation programme that is one of the two through-train pathways to 

polytechnics for Normal (Academic).
• Prepares well-performing Sec 4 N(A) students for progression into selected polytechnic

diploma courses.

PFP: After Sec 4
N-Level 
Examination

2028202720262024
Poly (3-years)PFP foundation

programmeSec 4Now

Total: EL + MA + R1 + B2 ≤ 12

Timeline via PFP

Grade Cannot ExceedN(A)-Level Subjects
2 or 3 (depending on course)English

3Mathematics
3Relevant Subject

(for course)
4Two ‘Best’ Subjects

■ Three Main 
Pathways

[1] 

Polytechnic 
Foundation 
Programme 
(PFP)

[2]

Direct 
Polytechnic 
Programme

[3]

Sec 5 O Levels



N(A) Level : Know the Post-Secondary Requirements
• Direct-Entry-Scheme to Polytechnic Programme (DPP) is one of the two Normal (Academic) 

through-train pathways.
• Direct admission into a 2-year Higher Nitec programme at the Institute of Technical 

Education (ITE).
• Students can progress into Poly Year 1 or Year 2 depending on the courses they study.

DPP: After Sec 4
N-Level 
Examination

2029202720262024
Poly

(Year 1 or 2*)
DPP Higher

Nitec (2 years)Sec 4Now

Total: EL + MA + B3 ≤ 19

Timeline via DPP

Grade Cannot ExceedN(A)-Level Subjects
3 or 4 (depending on course)English

4Mathematics
5Any 3 other subjects

■ Three Main 
Pathways

[1] 

Polytechnic 
Foundation 
Programme 
(PFP)

[2]

Direct 
Polytechnic 
Programme 
(DPP)

[3]

Sec 5 O Levels



N(A) Level : Know the Post-Secondary Requirements
• Secondary 4 N(A) will continue another year in secondary school to Secondary 5 (NA) and take the 

O Level Course.

• Students can progress into JC or Poly depending on their results.

• For JC admission: L1R5 ≤ 20

• For Poly admission: ELR2B2 ≤ 26

2028202720262024
ITE / Poly / JC / 

MI
Sec 5

(O Level)

Sec 4

(N Level)

Now

■ Three Main 
Pathways

[1] 

Polytechnic 
Foundation 
Programme 
(PFP)

[2]

Direct 
Polytechnic 
Programme 
(DPP)

[3]

Sec 5 O Levels



N(A) Level : Know the Post-Secondary Requirements

Multiple Pathways Catered for Different Strengths

654321Years after 
Graduation 20322031203020292028202720262024

University/Work
Poly 

(Year 3)
Poly 

(Year 2)
Poly 

(Year 1)

PFP
Foundation 
Programme

Sec 4 
N LevelsSec 2

PFP

University/Work
Poly 

(Year 3)
Poly 

(Year 2)
Higher 
Nitec

Higher 
Nitec

DPP
University/ 

Work
Poly 

(Year 3)
Poly 

(Year 2)
Poly 

(Year 1)
Higher 
Nitec

Higher 
Nitec

Poly 
(Year 3)

Poly 
(Year 2)

Poly 
(Year 1)

Higher 
Nitec

Higher 
Nitec

Higher 
Nitec

Higher 
NITEC

UniversityJCJC
Sec 5 O 
Levels

Sec 5
University/Work

Poly 
(Year 3)

Poly 
(Year 2)

Poly 
(Year 1)

Sec 5 O 
Levels



O Level : Know the Post-Secondary Requirements



O Level : Know the Post-Secondary Requirements

L1R5 (First Language + 5 Relevant Subjects ) aggregate score of 20 and
below. The L1R5 aggregate score is made up of the following subjects:

SubjectsL1R5
English/Higher Mother TongueFirst Language (L1)

Humanities/Higher Art/Higher Music/Malay (Special 
Programme)/Chinese (Special Programme)/Bahasa 
Indonesia

Relevant Subject 1 (R1)

Mathematics/ScienceRelevant Subject 2 (R2)
Humanities/Higher Art/Higher 
Music/Mathematics/Science/Malay (Special 
Programme)/Chinese (Special Programme)/Bahasa 
Indonesia

Relevant Subject 3 (R3)

Any GCE O-Level subjects (except Religious Knowledge)Relevant Subject 4 (R4)

Any GCE O-Level subjects (except Religious Knowledge)Relevant Subject 5 (R5)

Junior College



O Level : Know the Post-Secondary Requirements

L1R4 (First Language + 4 Relevant Subjects ) aggregate score of 20 and below. The L1R4 aggregate 
score is made up of the following subjects:

Millenia Institute

SubjectsL1R4

English or Higher Mother Tongue Language (MTL)L1

•Any 2 of these subjects: Humanities
•Higher Art
•Higher Music
•Mathematics
•Science
•Malay (Special Programme)
•Chinese (Special Programme)
•Bahasa Indonesia

R1, R2

Any 2 GCE O-Level subjects except Religious KnowledgeR3, R4



O Level : Know the Post-Secondary Requirements

Polytechnics
Admission Criteria to Polytechnic:
ELR2B2 (English Language + 2 Relevant + 2 Best Subjects ) net aggregate
score must not exceed 26 points for all courses.
(except for courses stated by each Polytechnic)

• Nanyang Polytechnic (NYP)
• Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP)
• Republic Polytechnic (RP)
• Singapore Polytechnic (SP)
• Temasek Polytechnic (TP)



PROGRESSION TO 
SECONDARY 3



Sec One 
Express

Sec One
NA

Sec One
NT

Sec Two 
Express

Sec Two
NA

Sec Two
NT

Sec Three 
Express

Sec Three
NA

Sec Three
NT

Sec Four 
Express

Sec Four
NA

Sec Four
NT

Sec Five
NA

PROGRESSION FOR STUDENTSPROGRESSION FOR STUDENTS
RECAP



• 7 subjects counted into overall results.

• Various modes of assessment: Class tests, Projects,
Presentations

• Assessment Weighting: Refer to Annex A of letter to
parents (17 Jan) for details.

• Note: Art is not an examinable subject at Lower Secondary 
Level for (NT).

Sec 2 - EXAMINABLE SUBJECTS (NT)Sec 2 - EXAMINABLE SUBJECTS (NT)

Design & 
Technology  

(Sem 1)

Computer 
Applications

MathematicsEnglish

Nutrition & Food 
Science
(Sem 2)

-ScienceMother 
Tongue

RECAP



• 10 subjects counted into overall results.

• Various modes of assessment: Class tests, Projects,
Presentations

• Assessment Weighting: Refer to Annex A of letter to
parents (16 Jan) for details.

Sec 2 - EXAMINABLE SUBJECTS 
(NA/EXP)

Sec 2 - EXAMINABLE SUBJECTS 
(NA/EXP)

Art

Design & 
Technology  

(Sem 1)

GeographyMathsEnglish

History
Nutrition & 

Food Science
(Sem 2)

ScienceMother 
Tongue Literature

RECAP



Subjects assessed either in Semester 1 or 
Semester 2:

Sec 2 - EXAMINABLE SUBJECTS 
(NT/NA/EXP)

Sec 2 - EXAMINABLE SUBJECTS 
(NT/NA/EXP)

Semester 2Semester 1

Nutrition & Food ScienceDesign & Technology 

RECAP



UPPER SECONDARY
SUBJECT 

COMBINATIONS 



1. Entry requirements for post-secondary 
education

2. Students: Strengths, Interests and Well-
being 

3. Number of subjects for national exams:
1. N(T): Max 7
2. N(A): Max 7
3. Express: Max 8

4. Availability of school’s resources:  
teachers, time-tabling, etc.

SUBJECT COMBINATION
(CONSIDERATIONS)

SUBJECT COMBINATION
(CONSIDERATIONS) RECAP



Priority given based on:

1. Merit – overall results of all 7 or 10
subjects for the whole year

2. Choice

3. Places available

SUBJECT COMBINATION
(ALLOCATIONS)

SUBJECT COMBINATION
(ALLOCATIONS) RECAP



TIME-FRAMEACTIVITYSN

8 FebBriefing for parents (i)1

By MarBriefing for students 2

By Jul – early AugInterest survey for students 3

28 AugBriefing for parents (ii)4

17 OctBriefing for students regarding individual 
subjects 
(After EOY in Oct)

5

17 – 23 OctFinal subject combination selection 6

NovRelease of results 7

SUBJECT COMBINATION MATTERS  
(TIMELINE)

SUBJECT COMBINATION MATTERS  
(TIMELINE) RECAP



Breakout Rooms
Pease join the breakout room corresponding to your child’s class to meet 
your child’s Home Tutors (Form Teachers). 

• E.g. your child’s class is 2/4, please join Breakout Room, Class 2/4   

Click on “Breakout Rooms”

Click on “Join”

Click on “Yes”



Subject 
Combination 

Briefing 
Wed, 28 Aug 2024

Home Tutor Interaction



TERM 4
CLASS ACTIVITIES & SCHOOL EVENTS 

20 Sep, 24 – 27 Sep Health Screening (for all students)
23 Sep, 
30 Sep – 10 Oct

End of Year Examinations

22 OctInter-class Games
23 – 24 OctHPV vaccination (female students only)
17 OctSubject Combination briefing for students 

(individual subjects)
17 – 23 OctSubject Combination Selection
28 Oct – 1 NovMaths Intensive Revision Programme (for selected 

students in NA and EXP courses)
4 – 8 NovNT-NA Bridging and Academic Probation 

Programme 
9 – 16 NovChina Cultural Immersion Programme / 

Overseas VIA Programme (Vietnam) (selected 
students)

23 NovSchool Open House



Overview

1. Touchpoints with Parents for Y2024
2. Educational Milestones
3. Knowing Your Child
4. Brief Overview: Post-Secondary Pathways
5. Partnering Parents



TOUCHPOINTs 
with Parents

8 Feb
Subject 

Combination

4 – 8 Mar
Academically 

At-risk

24 May
S1 to S3 PTM

26 – 29 Aug
Academically 

At-risk

21 – 25 Oct
Academically 

At-risk28 Aug
Subject 

Combination

https://www.pngall.com/road-png/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Educational Milestones

Pri 6

Sec 1

Sec 2

Y2024

Sec 3

Sec 4

Y2026

Post-
secondary

Y2027

Post-
Secondary

SecondaryPrimary

Choosing 
Course 

Subjects

O Levels/
N Levels



Choosing the Subject Combination

Begin with an end in mind

 You may consider these questions:

1. Which subject is your child good at?
2. What are your child’s strengths and interests?
3. What have you observed about your child’s learning style?
4. What has your child shared about his/her dreams and 

aspirations? 



O Level Course / Express



Choices SubjectNo.

ENGLISH (EL)1.

(unless officially exempted)MOTHER TONGUE
LANGUAGES (MTL)

2. 

MATHEMATICS3. 

Social Studies & Elective History
OR

Social Studies & Elective Geography 
OR

Social Studies & Elective Literature

HUMANITIES 4.

Pure Science
OR

Combined Science

SCIENCE5. 

COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 
(EXPRESS) RECAP



Subjects Offered for Sec 3E (2025): 7 Subjects

1. EnglishCompulsory Subjects
2. Mother Tongue

3. Mathematics

Science (Chemistry/Physics)Science (4th subject) 
Choose 1 Science (Chemistry/Biology)

Social Studies & Elective GeographyHumanities (5th subject)
Choose 1 Social Studies & Elective History

Social Studies & Elective Literature 

Design & TechnologyOthers (6th subject)
OT1
Choose 1

Art

Nutrition and Food Science

Music

Literature

Computing @ Ngee Ann Sec*

HistoryOthers (7th subject) 
OT2
Choose 1

Additional Maths

Science and Humanities are 
compulsory subjects.  
Choose ONE each. 

‘OT1 and OT2’ are electives.  Choose 
ONE each. 

Choose a different Humanities subject in 
OT2. Max 2 Humanities subjects 
only in total.
* By application & selection only
# subject options updated as of 5 Aug 
2024



Subjects Offered for Sec 3E (2025): 8 Subjects

1. EnglishCompulsory Subjects 
2. Mother Tongue
3. Mathematics

4. Additional Mathematics

5. Chemistry

PhysicsScience (6th subject)
Choose 1 Biology

Social Studies & Elective GeographyHumanities (7th subject)
Choose 1 Social Studies & Elective History

Social Studies & Elective Literature 
BiologyOthers (8th subject) 

OT1
Choose 1

Literature
Geography
Computing @ Ngee Ann Sec*

Recommended for students who have interest in Additional Maths, pure 
Science and wants to pursue a post-secondary education in JC/MI.

Science and Humanities 
are compulsory
subjects.  
Choose ONE each. 

‘OT1’ is an elective 
subject.  
Choose ONE each. 

* By application & selection only
# subject options updated as of 5 Aug 2024



CriteriaSubject

65% or better for Mathematics at Sec 2Additional Mathematics

65% or better for Science at Sec 2, Pure Chemistry 
Pure Biology and/or 
Pure Physics

All interested applicants will have to go 
through a selection test and a practical 
audition.

Music

Criteria for Subject Selection 
(Express) RECAP



N Level / Normal Academic course



Choices SubjectNo.

ENGLISH1.

(unless officially exempted)MOTHER TONGUE2. 

MATHEMATICS3. 

Social Studies & Elective History
OR

Social Studies & Elective Geography 

HUMANITIES4.

Chemistry & Physics
OR

Chemistry & Biology

SCIENCE5. 

COMPULSORY SUBJECTS
(NORMAL ACADEMIC)

COMPULSORY SUBJECTS
(NORMAL ACADEMIC)

RECAP



Subjects Offered for Sec 3 N(A) (2025): 7 Subjects

1. English / O Level EnglishCompulsory Subjects
CS 2. Mother Tongue

3. Mathematics / O Level Mathematics

Science (Chemistry/Physics)Science (4th subject)
Choose 1 Science (Chemistry/Biology)

Social Studies & Elective GeographyHumanities (5th subject)
Choose 1

Social Studies & Elective History

Design & TechnologyOthers (6th subject)
OT1
Choose 1 Art

Nutrition & Food Science

Principles of Accounts

LiteratureOthers (7th subject)
OT2
Choose 1 Additional Mathematics 

(with *O-Level Math)

Science and 
Humanities are 
compulsory
subjects.  
Choose ONE each. 

‘OT1 and OT2’ are 
elective subjects. 
Choose ONE each. 

*Only one O-Level subject is allowed
# subject options updated as of 5 Aug 2024



Out of Stream (OOS) Considerations

Subject Examples:
■ O level Math or O level English Language (EL)
■ These students are still offered 7 subjects.
In PRCS:
■ Students who take O level Math will take N level

Additional Math concurrently

Depends on:
1. Student demand
2. Availability of resources

RECAP



CriteriaSubject

70% or better for 
Mathematics at Sec 2

O-Level Mathematics 
+

N-Level Additional 
Mathematics

70% or better for 
EL at Sec 2

O-Level EL 

55% or better in 
Mathematics at Sec 2

Principles of Accounts 
(POA)

Criteria for Subject Selection for N(A)



N Level / Normal Technical course

GCE ‘N’ Level Exams (Sec 4NT)

2 years
ITE Nitec Certificate course

Work & Lifelong 
Learning

2 years ITE Higher
Nitec Certificate 

course

3 Years Polytechnic
Diploma Programme

NAFA/ LASALLE
3 years ITE Higher 
Nitec Certificate

*Offering 42
3-year Higher Nitec
courses in AY2025

NEW



RECAP

Subjects Offered for Sec 3N(T) (2025): 7 subjects

1. EnglishCompulsory 
Subjects
CS

2. Mother Tongue
3. Mathematics
4. Science
5. Computer Applications
6. Elements of Business Skills
MusicOT

Choose 1
(7th subject)

Design & Technology
Art
Nutrition & Food Science



Conclusion

What does this mean?
• Importance of identifying one’s strength and 

interests
• Doing research of the courses available in post 

secondary institutions and their admission 
requirements

• Early preparation for portfolio/CCA records
• Close monitoring of your child’s attendance and 

ensuring consistent good behaviour
• Take charge now in Secondary 2 by selecting 

the right subjects 



Take Charge of your ECG Journey

 Students have been informed that:
if they would like to explore further, 
do chat with Ms Meena Kaur on
Mondays and Tuesdays at 
The Library Workroom 
or book an appointment via 
the QR code.



Partnering Parents

Monitor
 your child’s homework and academic progress
 your child’s time on the mobile phone, Internet,

TV and online activity
 your child’s attendance, by ensuring your child

show up in school and are only supported with
MCs if they are unwell. Excuse letters are only
permissible due to special cases (eg:
compassionate grounds, family-related issue).
Maximum three letters per semester.



Partnering Parents

Understand
the various choices, not just one choice
your child’s interest and qualifying criteria

for post secondary education
your child has to commit to the choice

selected as no changes will be allowed in
Sec 3



Q & A
Please submit your questions via the chat function.



Thank You!
We look forward to partnering you in educating your 

child.


